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REPORT. 


The committee on Registration, to whom was referred the 
memorial of the Anti-Registration Convention, beg leave 
respectfully to report: 


That your committee, on consideration of the said memo- 
rial, find it to be one of insolent self-assertion, whereby it 
claims to represent the majority of the citizens of Maryland, 
and arrogates to the said majority the possession of all the 
talent, wealth, moral worth, and social elevation in the State. 


It starts out with the assertion that the present Constitu- 
tion was framed at a time unsuited for calm deliberation upon 
fundamental rights. ‘‘ Established,’’ it says, ‘‘during a 
civil war, it was made under the influence of passions which 
clouded men’s reason and judgment,”’ 


This is an argument against the Constitution itself, strange 
in the mouth of one who spoke and voted for the Constitu- 
tion little more than a year ago; for if-the Constitution was 
made at astime unfit for securing fundamental rights, and 
when men’s reason was clouded by passion, it ought not to 
have been made. This is the inference which the memorial- 
ists would draw from the fact they state. We deny both the 
fact and the inference. Every great settlement of funda- 
mental right has been made in times of revolution. The 
English settlement of 1655 was the result of a revolution. 
The Declaration of Independence, more fundamental in char-. 
acter than any document the world has ever seen, was made 


in the midst of civil war. The Bill ot Rights of this State, 


to Which the memorialists appeal, and which has lasted 
almost unaltered to this day, was made in 1776, in the very 
midst of the Revolution. Details of legislation ahd the per- 
fection of municipal codes may be largely the sequence of 
long years of peace, but great, fundamental principles have 
always been the offspring of great public crises. 


The assertion that the Convention who made, and the loyal 
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people who adopted, the Constitution did an act of which 
passion, and not reason, was the cause, is only equalled in its 
absurdity by the demand which follows it—that the qualifi- 
cations of the right of suffrage which that Constitution pre- 
scribes must be repealed by the very first Legislature which 
has met under the Constitution. 


The assertion and demand both come with such bad grace 
from the mouth of the spokesman of the memorialists, ~ who* 
uttered no such opinions when the Constitution was adopted, 
and are so inconsistent with his former sentiments, that we 
cannot grant to either the merit of sincerity. It suited the 
interests of the spokesman then to support the disfranchise- 
ment of those who supported the rebellion—it does not suit 
his interests now, 


The address makes the deliberate statement, that the Con- 
stitution disfranchised the majority of the citizens of the 
State. This assertion is in defiance of all fact; and the 
spokesman of the memorialists. has himself time and again 
asserted the loyalty of the majority of the people of Mary- 
land. He has objected several times, and many of the very 
members of the committee who presented the petition have 
objected publicly, to divers measures of the Government 
while the war was going on, on the ground that the people 
of Maryland were “Joy al, and that such nfeasures were a 
reflection on their loyalty. How is it, then, that the Consti- 
tution affects thus a majority of the people? But the elec- 
tions in this State are the best test of this question. In June, 
1861, an ele¢tion was held throughout the State for Members 
of Congress; no military force anywhere interfered; no 
oaths were anywhere asked for; in Baltimore City*the elec- 
tion was held under the auspices of Marshal Kane and his 
police ; and yet at that election one of. the is iil votes ever 
taken here was polled. 


» 


Members of Congress were elected in every district but one, 
who were open asl ioc: ates for the prosecution of the war; and 
Mr. May, the Menfber from the Third District, then equivo- 
cal about the war, and talking a great deal about peace, had 
been, all through the month of April and in the very midst 
of the riot of the 19th, an outspoken opponent of all trfa- 
sonable sentiments. A majority of the whole vote of this 
State then declared for war to suppress the rebellion. 


When ante nor Bradford was elected, the sympathizers of 
with the rebellion then complained of interférence in Baltimore. 
city and county; still Governor Bradford’s vote was a large 
clear majority of the whole vote my: the State. It is ‘not to 


. 
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be supposed that men who voted for Mr. Leary, Mr. Thomas, 
Mr. Webster and Mr. Crisfield in 1861, and for Governor 

’ Bradford in 1863, have ever given aid and comfort to the ene- 
‘mies, or expressed a desire for the defeat of the armies, of the 
United States.. There has, in the opinion of your committee, 
been a'ways in this State a clear majority of loyal men, and 
a minority only of sympathizers with and perpetrators of 
treason ; but if, by the influx of disloyal refugees from the 
South, or from any other cause, these conditions are now 
changed, and the disloyal element does really preponderate 
in the State, why then the more important is it that the 
power to govern and to legislate for the State should be rigor- 
ously kept in the-hands of the truly loyal. The nation has 
not yet surmounted the difficulty of her position. It is true 
that armed treason has been suppressed ; but the fecling of 
domination, of caste, of opposition to free labor, of hatred 
to the loyal States unfortunately have survived the war which 
has just closed; and, in the opinion of the commitee, It 
would be extremely dangerous at this time to entrust with 
political power men of such unregenerate tempers. It would 
give them opportunity, upon any slight local dissention 
among loyal men of the State, in a moment of apathy or 
fancied security, to place men in Congress whose sympathy 
is with the-vanquished enemies of the Repwhlic, to unite with 
them when they shall be resolyed to dictate the law to the 
loyal men of the nation, who spent, their treasure and gave 
their lives for the defence of our free institutions and for the 
perpetuity of our Republican government. 


To contemplate such a result is sufficient to appal the heart 
of the stowtest. It is to repudiate our national debt or assume 
theirs. It is to place those of the rebel army who deserted 
our flag in 1861 avain on the rolls of our army and navy, tq 
desert again, perhaps, on the first occasion in which the 
country might need the services of true defenders. It is to 
restore, if not slavery, a qualified peonage which is worse. 
It is, in short, to desert now, in the moment of victory, the 

* victorious cause, and’to abandon the gr at experiment o 
Free Labor, which we have all fondly hoped would redeem 
the continent. 


The appeal is made that, ‘‘ the South is all to be restored, 
ad theretore all disfranchisement here should be remeyed.’”’ 
The South has not yet been restored, and it wil be time 
enough when the Southern States are represented in Congress, 
and when those who have resisted the Government there are 
restored, to consider the question here. By the very terms 
of the petition the time has not yet arrived. It may be that 
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repentance and better reason have come to many 
of those who have suffered under the provisions of the law; 
we hope that it is so; but the memorial of the petitioners 
does not so set forth ; there is no repentance acknowledged, 
and it is not mercy that is asked, but rather the clamor of an 
unshrived multitude demanding justice. They are here be- 
cause the Government was great and powerful first, and mer- 
ciful afterwards, not because they have repented of their 
treason, or have any more attachment to the State or its 
institutions than they had when a year ago they were Jabor- 
ing for its destruction ; and your committee hold them justly 
obnoxious to the wise discriminations of the Constitution. 


In the position they have chosen for themselves let them 
stand until those who have upheld the Government against 
their most strenuous efforts to destroy it, shall have shaped 
its institutions in conformity with the new order of things, 
and until they shall make it manifest that their purpose in 
clamoring for the ballot is not that they may make it the 
instrument of attaining the same infamous end which they 
sought, but failed to.reach by the bullet. The reasons here 
cited, that the petitioners have not yet brought forth fruits 
meet for repentance, are not, in the opinion of your commit- 
tee, the only reasons that would make the repeal of the 
Registration Law unwise and injudicious ; but in addition to 
these very grave reasons, th® committee are clearly of the 
opinion that uo power exis{s in the General Assembly to 
repeal the Registry Law, and that to do so would be a plain 
violation of the Constitution. The Constitution confides no 
discretion on this subject to the General Assembly. It de- 
clares that the General Assembly ‘‘ shall provide by law for 
a uniform registration of voters.’’ Nor does it stop there ; 
but to secure the perpetuity of such a law, it further declares 
that after its enactment, ‘‘no person shall vote unless his 
name appears on the register.’’ Without this latter clause 
it certainly would not be conforming to the spirit of the Con- 
stitution to enact a registry law and to follow its enactment 
by its hasty repeals; but with this latter clause added, all 
doubt of the power of the General Assembly under the Con- 
stitution as it stands is removed, That power is limited to 
the perfection of the law; it does not extend to its repeal. 


The committee therefore respectfully recommend to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following resolution, 
viz: 


Ttesolved, That neither the temper or conduct of the peo- 


ple of this ‘State who have been hostile to the Government, 
nor the condition of our national affairs, nor the provisions 
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of the Constitution of the State, warrant any interference 
with the Registry Law and that it ought to be rigorously 


enforced, 
JAMES E. PILKINGTON, 


D. J. MARKEY, 

WM. H. HOFFMAN, 
JOSEPH HARRIS, ~ 
MICHAEL SHERRY. 
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